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Over seven hundred million years ago, there was a planet that we who live there now call Earth. The planet § Gj 
was full of living things and had been for a very long time. For most of that time, the living things were all = _ 
individual cells. The cells had been evolving for at least two and a half billion years and had become quite 4 y 
complex with amazing internal mechanisms and chemical information storage systems that allowed them , 


to reproduce and even modify over time these systems.A lot of these modifications had occurred in reaction 
to the fact that the planet Earth was a place somewhat hostile to life. The climate made dramatic shifts, there ‘ 
was much vulcanism. The great land masses actually moved around and the bottom of the vast ocean where 

the inhabitants lives seethed and churned. Over all the time that has passed between then and now, that has 4 

: not changed. 
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Lost Rodinia is published by Xenolite Press and its entire contents are copyrite 2023 by Seth K. Deitch. The art that 
appears in this book was created in collaboration with Artbreeder AI. Xenolite Press is located at 71 Spring Street, 
Watertown, MA 02472 and may be contacted via skdeitch@yahoo.com. Any resemblance to persons living or dead , * 
to characters that appear in this work are purely coincidental. The entirety of this book is a work of pure imagination 


including the “scientific” claims. Only a knucklehead would take this stuff seriously. 


\si@ie =.’ “SRAe Wi _ 


a = 

a Q 4 > : 

. - . = . 
- « \ er 


See = | Sef Well, not all life. Most in fact 
Sat continued as single celled, brainless 


© es Se + te oe aw = Se beings that reproduced after their 
Reems tom my te —- “Ke -* own kind and down to this day, the 
et = — wee typical inhabitant of our little world 
r = eS Sa. byl j is a single rather simple cell without 
z ee ee so much as a nucleus. Those that 
af ro eo as changed were interesting though. 
oe Those that had enclosed their 
~ > genetic computers in a special 
pe et Se package were discovering an 
—- Seems advantage in connecting together. 
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; , I 5 In this time all of the dry land on the planet had been pushed together into a huge 

| single mass surrounding the southern polar region. Today, we call that giant land 

: , wea RODINIA. The formation of Rodinia caused the biggest climate change event in the 
. . m history of life on Earth! The polar icecaps started expanding and didn't stop until the 
entire planet had frozen over. There was still life underneath the ice in the ocean, but 

\\ it now faced greater challenges and was stimulated to make further modifications in 


how it interacted with the world. 


At first they were just cooperative 
societies, but in a surprisingly short 
time some of them were rendered 
inseparable as various members 
became so specialized that they 
could no longer survive on their own. 
These new beings were multicellular. 
vast societies of individual cells that 
were as a group a single individual. 


Then something terrible happened. § 
Churning in the Earth started to break 
Rodinia apart. The earth warmed and 
the ice receded from the ocean as 
Rodinia became a closely grouped 
archipelago of continents. 


Earth had entered what we in our time call The Cambrian Era and the ice had come away to reveal a sea full of all manner of 
worms and shelly creatures that had things like guts and nervous systems! These creatures either ate the simpler single celled 
creatures or each other. The multicellular forms for a number of reasons, the most important of which was the division into 

m separate sexes, took off on highly accelerated evolutionary tangents. This led to whole new realms of living things. two 
important ones were those that found nutrition for their bodies by directly processing sunlight into food and those that fed upon 


It is here that our story really begins. 


of which no members survived into modern times. As I said, it was not a particularly interesting animal save for one feature in 
the structure of its nervous system. It had a central ganglion, it would overstate the case to call it a "brain", but this knot of nerve 
cells had the unique capability to interlock and work with the ganglia of other individuals and communicate directly with them. 
A group of a hundred or more of them could perform intelligent tasks. A thousand achieved consciousness. Ten thousand, 
reasoning intelligence. Fifty thousand reached the edge of hyper intelligence. 


It would be perfectly understandable if you were to believe that they built a great civilization with buildings, art and 
literature, that perhaps they had powerful nations and competed for resources and fought wars for great causes. They did 
none of those things. They did not even have language in the sense we understand it. Aside from being composed of 
living cells, they resembled us in almost no way at all. Their composite body forms were wildly individual and usually 
existed only for a short time to perform a specific task. 


The Rodinians were utterly alien. 
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The land that these creatures claimed as their own was not a place 
where humans could have lived. The once frozen world was now hot 
and wet, but had far less Oxygen in the air than in human times. 

A modern creature would have suffocated quickly if exposed to these 
conditions. The land was covered in vast fields of bacterial mats that 
provided food for the new Rodinians. 
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The first forms were awkward. They were mainly self designed to contain the moisture they would need in life on land. Even 
though taking to the dry world was a huge challenge, there was less competition there than in the sea. Here the "brain worms" 
could dominate and take greatest advantage of their special abilities. 


ove 


se Over time, and not very much time at that, different forms would appear that served different purposes, but the types were not 
meee permanent. Over the lifetome of one of the brain worms, it might be part of several different thinking beings. 
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In this way they were completely different from modern animals. The various forms possessed different levels of intelligence 
depending on how many of the worms were devoted to being a “brain” in a given form. Several of the forms were vastly more 
intelligent than modern humans. In spite of this they had neither language nor writing in the sense that we understand it. When 
eas they communicated with one another, it was done by exchanging some of the worm units that had been encoded with 


t GP) information. In very important ways, their entire society could be thought of as a single individual with many autonomous parts. 
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There were a number of minute types who were designed to live in large colonies whose sole purpose was to eat dead 
units and harvest their nutrients. These creatures were in turn eaten by the other classes. 
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There were other living food factories that were lumbering behemoths, larger than any other creature that would ever 

inhabit the Earth entirely made up of brainworm units. These creatures couldn’t persist for long against the force of gravity. 


They could transport themselves a certain distance to where the resources were needed and then break down into hundreds 
of smaller units and distribute themselves as needed. 
f 


In the foreground can be seen a member of the coordinator class shown for size comparisson. It is slightly under two 
meters tall. 
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The food beasts are not engineered to be inteligent save for having the ability to find their way where they are going, but as . 
_ they break down into smaller units, they internally arrange to become more mentally complex and be able to more finely discern | 
4 their desired location. Ua a 
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The coordinators were the political and beaurocratic class, if a species with a single mind could be said to have those things. 
Not the very greatest intelligences amongst the Rodinians, but the most organized and able to be focused on many diverse tasks 
at once. It was they who created the orders to assemble giant food beasts or assign great projects, define what sort of creatures 
need to exist at a given time. The coordinators were the controling force of Rodinian civilization, a civilization without language, 
arts, buildings, great institutions or religion. They possessed mighty intellects, but there were no great individuals. The beings 
of lost Rodinia were fatherless, motherless and nameless. 
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The truly great minds of the Rodinians were 
its living scientific instruments. Not machines of 
metal, plastic and glass, but further refined forms 

of their own bodies made from the basic brain 
worm units! Mighty telescopes learned secrets of 
the cosmos. The stars and planets were brought into 
focus. There were also microscope beings that could 
resolve down to the atomic level. The coordinators 
set them the task of extracting every drop of 
information from the universe. Unlike humans in the 
far future, they were not distracted or decieved by 
superstition or preconceived notions of how they 
thought the world should be. They saw the universe 
as it 1s without prejudice. 
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They even created ways to see in parts of the 
spectrum that their own eyes could not reveal. " 
Giant sentient radio telescopes lived on high 
peaks throughout the Rodinian world. Ultimately 


’ these instruments would discover far distant 9 
j inhabited worlds where the beings had 
r 


accomplished almost as much as themselves, that 
had come to world dominance in much the same ba 
way as they had. There were others who had 

struggled by a different road, that of the individual i. 
FP) multicellular being like their primitive ancestors, 

who had taken hundreds of millions of years to 

attain even marginal intelligence. The Rodinians 

saw these types as potential easy conquests if they 
could find a way to reach them. Doing so became 
the single minded mission of the species. 

The industrial machine of a society without 
machines was now set in motion. More exotic 
equipment, all made from their own bodies were 
created and used toward the great work of the 
ee conceest of the stars! This was no metaphor, The 
Rodinians meant to rule the entire cosmos. 
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Nuclear Reactor 


The advances came quickly. With no politics to stand in the way as the entire 
population was committed to the program, the research and development required 
to take the Rodinians to the stars took place in less than a century. The solar system 
was completely explored by intelligent atomic rocket ships, not out of curiosity so 
much as out of a need for resources. There were no fossil fuels on Earth but other 
bodies in the neighborhood had good supplies of useful hydrocarbons. 


At this particular moment in the history of the Solar System, Earth and Venus had much more similar climates than they do today. 
Venus even had life, although it was still only bacteria. The Rodinians chose it for their firs interplanetary destination. Colonists 
were designed for Venerian conditionsand sent there to establish the first Rodinian extraterrestrial outpost. The colonists immediately 
set themselves to mining what resources they could to furthur the great cause of Rodinian hegemony. It was not with the greatest of 
care that they mined the planet for its mineral wealth. Using methods like dropping nuclear bombs down deep shafts, they managed 
to disrupt the crust of the planet. 


Venus was not structured exactly like Earth. There were no tectonic plates that had major volcani events hapening at their 
boundaries. Deep explosions caused the crust to crack through in random places and one event would trigger others. In short 
order it became a global disaster, and the Rodinians had no time to figure out a remedy. 
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In a very short time, magma emerging from the Venerian 
mantle completely resurfaced the planet. The ocean was 


boiled away.All life, both native and colonist was wiped out. 
Venus was effectively destroyed. 
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You might imagine that the magnitude of the disaster on 
Venus would have a sobering effect on the Rodinians and 
perhaps cause them to reevaluate their program. 


You would be wrong. it 
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The Rodinians on Earth were barely concerned by 
the setback. They reasoned that even failure had 
produced useful data. Besides due to recent 
developments they were far less concerned with 
the fate of planets in the home system and even 
with that of Earth itself. They saw their days on the 
home planet approaching their end. Studies in 
advanced physics had borne fruit in the form of the 
first functioning hyper drives. The galaxy, eventually 
the entire universe, was now open to them. 


A relatively short time later there was an incident 
on the planet Mars. It wasn’t the same as Venus, but 
the result was equally devastating. Nine tenths of the 
planet’s atmosphere was blown off into space due to 
a miscalculation by Rodinian engineers. All life on 
the planet was eradicated and the ocean evaporated 
into space. Also the internal heat of the planet was 
lost and it became geologically dead. 


The Rodinians had taken the precaution of conducting 
their operation remotely from orbit on the small chance 
that something should go poorly. To their misfortune, 
the orbital station was pulverized by the pressure of the 
escaping atmosphere killing all on board instantly. The 
only way that the inhabitants of Earth knew that 
something had not gone according to plan was a sudden 
change in color of Mars viewed through the telescope 
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The first faster than light spacecraft to leave the planet Earth was a living being, a cyborg composed of the usual clusters 
of brain worms with an exoskeleton of composite metal and polymere. It was quite large, but the organic portion of it was 
less than a quarter of its mass. It also contained within it the air, food, fuel and water it would need for the six lightyear trip 
to the nearest planetary system. It would take ninty-five days each way and to return it would have to find consumables at 
the destination. That meant it had to find a world with water and life. It did and did return. 
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Much more massive starships were constructed entirely with Rodinian brain worms. They could cross distances of many lightyears 


into different forms. High gravity, low gravity, different atmospheric content, land or water. Anywhere that life could exist, so could 
they. Before very long, all of the Rodinians had assembeled themselves into these vehicles and left Earth until all that remained there 
were the primitive life forms in the sea. It would be at least another hundred million years befor life again established itself on land. 
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On a small rocky world with a thin atmosphere 7 
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a On a cold world with a dense 
See hydrocarbon atmosphere 


They could reconstruct themselves to thrive on 
a wide variety of planets. Over centuries they spread 
throughout a large segment of the galaxy. Many of 
these places, isolated from the rest of the species 
= set out on their own unique paths of evolution, the 

great work of the species entirely forgotten. Finally 
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the single species of brain worms became many. 


Some even returned to the water and continued on 
their path of evolving as individual multicellular 
beings. 


On a high gravity “super Earth” 


The ages that followed were both 
horrific and hopeful for life in the 
galaxy. For over one hundred million 


| years both the colonial and the 


individual brainworms evolved and 
changed. In many places, the individuals 
rose up and achieved civilization with 
all of its glory andflaws. 


The composite creatures continued to 
rampage across the cosmos, victimizing 
other worlds, some of them populated 
= by their individualst cousins, sometimes 
clashing with another forgotten branch 
of their own kind. 


It was a lengthy era of nonstop war for 
its own sake. Brutal, but passionless. 


This could have gone on forever. The 
ingredients for a forever war were all 


there. Rampaginging, aquisitive and aN fa 
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all but cultureless, the now many 
branched Rodinian species came and 
brought destruction wherever it went 
with only a few civilizations able to 
beat them off. Some of their inhabited 
planets were even sterilized, but it was 
never enough to fully neutralize the 
threat. They were so many now distinct 
groups, controlling so many worlds with 
no central authority. 
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The Rodinians, hyper intelligent as they may have been had a talent for ignoring science that was not of immediate use to them. } 
-\ The actual mechanics of the universe they lived in was of no interest save for pure curiosity. The Rodinians were inquisitive, but 
not actually curious. Ideas for there own sake did not capture their imagination as imagination was not something they valued 
and perhaps did not even possess. For aeons they had simply done what they do untroubled by any guiding philosophy. If ants 


or termites had achieved great power, they would have been something like the Rodinians. 


Because of all of that, they were only dimly aware of the fact that the expansion of the universe was gaining in speed. 
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The gain in speed had started before life had actually appeared on Earth, but the effect of it radiated through the cosmos 
) in arelatively slow moving wave. That wave brought with it minor changes in natural laws. When it reached the part of 
the universe dominated by the Rodinians it was about one hundred and fifty million years ago. The change it brought was 
sort of a disease to the Rodinians. The subtle energy principal that allowed the brainworms to cooperate worked less and 
less over time causing the society withing their bodies to cease. The composite beings started to dissolve back into their 
ay individual components. They literally fell apart. 
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So now was the galaxuy at peace? Of course not! The difference was that the sentient beings of the cosmos were all reasoning, 
curiousindividuals. That comes with its own problems and tempraments varied widely between species, even thos who still found 
their originson the planet Earth. Even when that planet produced humans, they proved to be an incredibly unpredictable, highly 
strung and often warlike seemingly just for the Hell of it. The same went for their distant relations in the galaxy who they would 
not discover until they had existed for almost two million years. The only way that humans are better than the Rodinians 1s that 
they sometimes pay someattention to facts about the world that do not directly impact their daily existence. It is a small thing, but 
it can make a huge difference. 


So are we better than the Rodinians? I think we can only judge that from a human viewpointy, and humans almost always see 
superiority in things that look the most human. Our highest praise for one another is to proclaim that one has great humanity. 
We ourselves are the baseline marker for our concept of what is best in us and of course, the Rodinians had no humanity 
whatsoever, but their imperitives were the same as those of even the simplest life forms, to survive at all costs. That is not 
objectively bad. It is what most living things do. 
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So ultimately, Rodinia was lost when the supercontinent broke up into pieces. Those pieces eventually came together againin |. 
antother super continent that humans call Pangea which in its turn broke up to form the lands we know in human times. We 
believe that there will be at least one more super continent before the land masses stop moving altogether when the Eart’s 
mantle freezes and the Earth becomes geologically dead and also unable to support life because of the evolution of the sun will 
make the planet too hot. Everything is mortal including the world we live on and even the universe itself. 


The Rodinians were lost because the universe could no longer allow their existence. 


+ 
FF Yes, it is a finite world, but many wonders will inhabit it over the aeons. This thought experiment takes a look at one small 
< possibility of where life could go. It is interesting to note that the Rodinians left no traces of themselves when they were gone. 
e All of their “artifacts” were variations of their own flesh. They never made so much as a flint knife. There were never any fossils 


~ of their more complex forms. For all they did, it was as if they had never existed at all. 
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